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wise he is a slave, even when he believes himself to be acting
according to his own decision; his acts are not his own, unless
he consciously expresses the universal will. When the universal
will manifests itself through one man, the others who obey and
follow him are as free as he is, unless in order to serve a false
conception of freedom they oppose his decrees.
The application of these theories in the educational field
formed the basis of Gentile's work as a school reformer. First
of all, the methods of education must turn, according to Gentile,
in a new direction. The teacher is not somebody who provides
a given amount of information for his pupils; nor are there some
fixed rules according to which this intellectual nourishment
passes into the mind of the learner. The notions considered in
themselves are nothing; the student might absorb an indefinite
number of details through reading or hearing without being
wiser than he was; he might become 'instructed' without be-
coming 'educated'. The truth of a word, a formula, a historic
tale, a scientific law, a philosophical argument, or anything else
resides in the conscious act of him who utters, hears, or thinks it.
The work of the teacher consists in bringing his pupils into his
own sphere of thought and making them share in his enlightened
life. Teacher and pupil are not two different persons; they can
be different only so far as the relationship between them is not
established by the actual fact of teaching-and-learning; at this
moment all duality disappears, and the teacher discovers the
truth in the pupil as much as the pupil progresses by following
in the footsteps of the teacher. As the nature of' Spirit' is move-
ment, history, change, and perpetual creation, every teacher and
every pupil are something new in comparison with all others
that are, were, or will be; pedagogic rules subjecting the teachers
to a pre-established course are violations of the freedom of
'Spirit', and therefore can only hamper the progress of truth.
Pedagogics as a science has no meaning unless it becomes
philosophy; knowledge of what 'Spirit3 is entails knowledge of
what education is; there is no distinction between 'Spirit3
becoming conscious of truth and 'Spirit' extending its truth
through education. That is the reason why Gentile abolished
the teaching of pedagogics in the schools for the training of
teachers.
In one sense, Gentile's theory can be described as an exalted
mtellectualism. His insistence on the importance of thinking,
his reduction of all volition to thought, and his exaltation of
philosophy as the highest form of life bear witness to this
intellectualistic attitude. Teaching of philosophy was to become
prominent in all curricula if educated people were to come